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As the incoming Editor-in-Chief of Developmental Biology,
I have been reﬂecting upon how publishing one's research has
changed during the course of my scientiﬁc career. My thesis work
was primarily published in Developmental Biology, the premier
developmental biology journal of the day. My goal in this essay is
to convince you that, despite the explosion of new journals in this
and related ﬁelds, there are many positive reasons to continue to
send your best work to our journal.
Here are just some reasons to send your papers to Develop-
mental Biology:
 Ofﬁcial journal of the Society for Developmental Biology, online
access included in full membership dues.
 Academic editors who are practicing scientists.
 No page charges.
 No submission fees.
 No color charges.
 No length or ﬁgure restrictions.
 Immediate open access option for $1800, signiﬁcantly lower than
most other life science journals.
 All papers are freely available to everyone 12 months after
publication.
In contrast, many other journals have very high and often
hidden publication costs, submission fees and color charges. It is
not unusual for papers to cost authors several thousand dollars.
Why has this happened? In the past decade, the Open Access
movement has been very strong, with the goal of making publicly
funded research freely available. The caveat is that it is the authors
who then must assume the cost of publishing. During this same
time period, funding for research has become more competitive,
with the average funding level declining concomitant with the
costs of studying science rising. Meanwhile, the review process
has become seemingly more adversarial, with reviewers often
asking for another paper's worth of data that ends up as supple-
mental material that few people other than the reviewers' access.
So instead, why not send your best papers to Developmental
Biology, where it is free to publish, the review process is transpar-
ently handled by editors who are all practicing academics, there is
no page or ﬁgure limit, and your work will be freely immediately
available to your target audience, the Developmental Biology
community.
Our goal is for Developmental Biology to continue to publish
seminal papers in the ﬁeld, maintain its high quality, and best
serve our constituency through these changing times in scientiﬁc
publishing. To this end, we are making changes in types and scope
of papers, as well as trying to cut down on the time to ﬁrst
decision. We now encourage short format papers (DB letters) as
well as articles with no page limits, including technical and
resource papers. We are in the process of putting together several
special issues to highlight topics of particular interest. Importantly,
we have a strong and long-lasting association with the Society for
Developmental Biology, and half of our editors are former SDB
Presidents or members of the board. The relationship with the
journal enables the SDB to carry out extensive programs that
beneﬁt our membership, including workshops, mentoring of
junior scientists, travel awards, and many other beneﬁts. Thus,
Developmental Biology is truly “our” journal and we look forward
to receiving your submissions.
(DB Editor-in-Chief, SDB President 2008–2009)
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